[image: image1.jpg]Environmental Solutions Group




WHY TEST FOR MOLD?

Environmental investigators are often questioned about the necessity of testing for mold. The two most common scenarios are:

1 – Why do we need to do tests if suspected mold is plainly visible?

2 – Why test if no mold is visible at all?

Why not just skip the inconvenience and expense of collecting samples of suspected mold and hire someone to clean it up?

Here are ten good reasons why it is almost always advisable to perform mold testing. Incidentally, these are all are based on real-life experiences of ESG investigators.

1) Not all molds are easily visible, especially light-colored mold on white painted surfaces;

2) What we see is often a small part of what is truly growing in the area – it’s the ‘tip of the iceberg’ theory in action;

3) Sometimes what looks like mold is actually dirt or insect droppings – many experts  have been fooled! Do you want to spend hundreds or even thousands of dollars remediating dirt from your floor joists?

4) The mold you see (or don’t see) may be pathogenic and could harm humans and/or pets if disturbed;

5) Identifying the mold will often help identify the source of the issue that led to mold growing in the first place;

6) Certain species of mold affect people in different ways and it is helpful to identify the mold to trace the heath symptoms;

7) We are finding more ‘exotic’ molds from overseas, especially from the Middle East. Some of these are quite dangerous and require special handling and remediation techniques;

8) Someone who is allergic to mold should know if the home they are about to purchase is safe for them to occupy;

9) To be sure a remediator has done the job properly;

10) The judge will probably ask you why you didn’t have it tested if you were so worried about it?
Learn more at www.esgtesting.com
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